
CAR SHOW 
 

We have postponed the planned car show this October to 

next October due to not enough planning time to do it 

correctly.  We still would like to use the East Lake 

Methodist church in conjunction with their annual 

Pumpkin Patch event.  We will start the planning process 

in April of 2017, which should be enough time to plan for 

a car show that we can be proud of. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Jim Gebhardt correctly identified the fender 

emblems from last issue. 

 

Your emblems are top to bottom: 

1955 3100 pickup fender emblem 

1958 Medium duty truck fender emblem 

1958 3100 pickup fender emblem 

1957 heavy duty truck emblem 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Get Well Hal Bruce.  Hope to see you at our 

September meeting. 

NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Any items that you would like to see in the Newsletter, 

tech articles, photos, etc. please send to me 

pkroeger@tampabay.rr.com. 

 

Any of our members that we only have a mailing address 

for, please consider either giving us your email address or 

acquiring an email address.  Two reasons for doing so, 

one your newsletter is delayed due to having to mail it and 

secondly there are many website links that are attached in 

the newsletter that you can access by having an electronic 

version of the newsletter.  Thanks. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION 
 

Welcome Bob Bernstel of Palm Harbor. 

1965 C-10 Pickup 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE, TIME & 

LOCATION 
 

Our September monthly meeting will be at Tom’s Shop.  

21979 US 19 North, Clearwater.  Directions are 

included in the enclosed minutes. 
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TECH ARTICLE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horn Buttons for Chevrolet Cars and Trucks.  ---------  Identify the years and 

whether they are car or truck 
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A load of GMC’s being hauled by a GMC.  I don’t know the source of the photo, but I wouldn’t mind having 

any of these parked at my house. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

FOR SALE: 1932-33 Chevrolet car transmission with freewheeling.  Complete and turns freely.  It is clean and 

painted but internal condition is unknown.  I bought it for a spare "just in case" but never used it.  $250 and I'll 

deliver it locally.  Tom Burtch.  (727)203-5179 or tomsoldcarhobby@yahoo.com. 

 

NOTE: 

We are moving the for sale info from the website to the newsletter.  Items listed will run for two issues and then 

deleted.  Any member is free to list items and we ask that price be included.  Send items to Patrick Kroeger at 

pkroeger@tampabay.rr.com. 

 

 

mailto:tomsoldcarhobby@yahoo.com
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2016 VCCA “Happy Days Tour” Report by Howard & Emily Seymour 

 

If you haven’t taken part in a “Happy Days Tour” yet, you are missing a really good time.  These tours are 

for any VCCA member with a car between 1955 and 1985.  We drove to Mt. Arlington, NJ from our home in 

upstate NY on the 15th of May.  We traveled with several members of our NY Finger Lakes Region of the 

VCCA.  We met the other tourists at the Holiday Inn Express.  There were 39 vehicles registered with 78 

people.  We were from several states and Canada.  The Pine Barrens Touring Region of NJ was the tour 

sponsor. 

 

Each day we left the host hotel with a guide map to tour the northern NJ countryside.  Monday was the 

exception as we were transported by bus to NY City.  We had a tour guide that explained the sights as we 

passed them.  We saw Radio City Music Hall, NBC outdoor studio and went up to the 79th (top of the rock) 

floor of Rockefeller Center.  WHAT A VIEW!  You could see Central Park, Statue of Liberty, 911 Memorial 

Tower, Empire State building, etc.  After that we walked to St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  After lunch, we toured the 

9/11 Waterfall and memorial where we paid tribute to one of our friends who lost his life there.  Tuesday we 

drove our vehicles to Thomas Edison’s Laboratory and Home where we were given a guided tour.  Edison not 

only invented the light bulb, but really invented the PROCESS of producing a product AFTER the invention 

was patented.  He headed teams of inventors, electrical engineers, manufacturing engineers, etc. that produced 

the final product.  This is especially evident in the development of the phonograph and motion pictures.  

Wednesday we toured an 18th century grist mill and had lunch in a beautiful, unique little Town (Chester) full 

of arts, crafts and antique shops.  Thursday we drove to the scene of the late 1960’s music festival known as 

WOODSTOCK in Bethel, NY.  There we toured the grounds looking at photos of the crowd and listening to 

our tour guide who was there during the festival.  Later we toured the museum; it was fascinating especially 

for us that remember that happening, but never attending.  We stopped at the “Chatterbox Diner” to attend 

their Thursday night “bike night” and have dinner.  Friday we traveled to the Sterling Mineral Mine & Museum.  

The mine was known for its mining of Zinc and the large amount (approx. 250) of other minerals found there.  

A lot of the minerals have a Fluorescent attribute that makes them glow under long & short wave black light.  

We toured the mine itself with special rooms where the lights were turned off and were amazed by the array 

of reds, yellows, blues and greens that were just glowing.  Following the mine, we had lunch at a Winery 

accompanied by a few samples, of course.  The evening was topped off with the Farwell Banquet at a beautiful 

hotel banquet room overlooking one of NJ’s many lakes.  A great time was had by all.  The only breakdown 

that I heard of was someone running out of gas.  Picture is of our touring vehicle, 1956 Belair 6 cylinder. 
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Minutes of VCCA Gulf Coast Region monthly meeting of August 18, 2016 

 

Attendance: 

1. Jim Blanton 

2. Tom Burtch 

3. Randy Coen 

4. Pat Kroeger 

5. Roy McGreevy 

6. Robert Bernstel 

7. Bob Thacker 

8. Al Robinson 

9. Bob Young 

10. Melanie McPeak (guest representing Bay Area Corvette Club) 

11. Chris Loede (guest representing Bay Area Corvette Club) 

 

Meeting Location: Tampa Bay Brewing Company, 13937 Monroe’s Business Park, Tampa, FL.  The meeting 

was called to order by Patrick Kroeger at 7:15 PM.  Minutes of 6/16/15 meeting were accepted as distributed. 

 

President’s comments: 

Patrick recognized Bob Bernstel.  Bob recently joined the Gulf Coast region and this is the first meeting which 

he attended.  He has a 1965 Chevrolet C-10 pickup which is regularly driven and show ready. 

 

Melanie Mc Peak and Chris Loede were introduced as guests from the Bay Area Corvette Club. 

 

Treasurers Report and Membership Update: 

Al Robinson presented the Treasurer’s Report which shows a bank balance of $559.49 as of August 18.  We 

have 21 paid members. 

 

Bay Area Corvette Club presentation 

Patrick welcomed Melanie Mc Peak and Chris Loede as guests representing the Bay Area Corvette Club.  

Melanie and Chris are neighbors with Tom Burtch and Tom attended a recent Bay Area Corvette Club meeting 

to introduce the VCCA Gulf Region.  As our clubs share interest in Chevrolet products there may be 

opportunities to work together with complementary membership groups. 

 

Melanie distributed flyers for their October 8 show at Dimmitt Chevrolet in Clearwater and offered great 

insight into the planning for a large scale annual show.  The Bay Area Corvette Club has held an annual show 

for several years for Corvettes only and this is the first time that it is expanding to an “All Chevrolet” show.  

Although the award classes only go back to 1955, Melanie confirmed that the show is open to any year 

Chevrolet and she also indicated to Patrick that GMC trucks are welcome. 

 

Melanie mentioned a Corvette club activity on September 23 which is a tour to visit a large private car 

collection of restored cars in Punta Gorda.  Gulf Region VCCA members are welcome to join with the Bay 

Area Corvette club in this tour and further information will be provided when available. 

 

Thanks Melanie and Chris for the information and we will look for chances to work together in the future. 
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Club activities and fund raising ideas: 

Patrick reported that the VCCA show which we had discussed for October 2016 is not possible at this time.  

We really need a lead-time of at least six months to prepare and promote a show so will begin planning in early 

2017 to be ready for a show in October 2017. 

 

We may have a proposal for the next meeting on Gulf Coast VCCA branded hats. 

 

Website / Newsletter Input: 

Roy McGreevy noted that we still would like more members’ cars to feature on the club home page.  Please 

send a photo of your car to Roy (roy2@rdinventions.com) and he will add it.  Roy also prepares the feature 

stories on member’s cars that are included in the website.  Please consider doing a story on your favorite Chev 

or GMC if you haven’t already. 

 

Remember to forward and newsletter input to Debbie Kroeger (pkroeger@tampabay.rr.com).  Any items of 

“old car” interest are welcome. 

 

New Business: 

Tom Burtch proposed that new members who join during the balance of 2016 will received membership 

through the end of the 2017 calendar year for $10.  The motion was passed unanimously.  Please remind any 

prospective new members of this great deal to join and of the benefits for all Florida VCCA members of active 

involvement with the Gulf Region. 

 

Tom also distributed a simple survey to help identify interest in various potential club activities.  Most members 

completed and returned their survey during the meeting.  A copy of the survey is attached as an addendum to 

the minutes.  For those who we unable to attend or did not complete the survey during the meeting, you can 

still provide input by completing it and either sending a scan to “tomsoldcarhobby@yahoo.com” or bringing 

it to the next monthly meeting on September 15.  Your input will help to focus on activities that are of most 

value to you. 

 

Other items: 

Patrick noted that Hal Bruce recently had surgery for a new knee.  Good luck to Hal on a quick recovery. 

 

Patrick also reminded us that the dues for current members who renew for the 2017 calendar year are 

unchanged at $20 which is payable by January 1, 2017. 

 

Next Meeting: 

We will try some different venues for the next few meetings.  Hopefully these will add interest and provide a 

better chance for all to participate than was possible at the Tamps Bay Brewing restaurant.  Here is the tentative 

schedule: 

 

1. The next meeting will be on Thursday September 15 at 7 pm at Tom Burtch’s garage which is at 

21979 US Hwy 19 North in Clearwater. 

Directions to 21979 US Hwy 19 N: 

This is located in a group of small workshops/businesses that are on the East side of Hwy 19 just North 

of Drew Street.  It is best to enter from the northbound Hwy 19 service road which is in front of the 

Clearwater Toyota dealership – follow the service road as it curves right and take it to the end where 

you turn right at the T and look for the shop number.  There is ample evening parking and you can call 

Tom Burtch at 727-203-5179 if you have any problem finding the location. 

  

mailto:roy2@rdinventions.com
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2. The October meeting will be a Saturday picnic at John Chestnut Park.  We are planning on a barbeque 

like the March picnic and hoping for clear weather this time. 

3. For November we will again meet at a member’s garage– this time Bob Thacker will host at his shop 

in Largo. 

4. In December we will return to Captain Jack’s restaurant in Tarpon Springs where we can reserve the 

upper floor for our meeting and year-end supper. 

 

Car Shows: 

In Addition to the Bay Area Corvette show, one other local show were noted for October and November.  

The Sylvan Abbey Church show in Clearwater 11/12/16 and the city of Dunedin downtown show 10/8/16 

are both good local events that have been attended by members in the past.  Looks like a good day to show 

your Chevy or GMC! 

 

50/50 Draw: 

The 50/50 draw was won by Debbie Kroeger and she generously donated back to the club. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM. 

 

Minutes prepared by: Tom Burtch, Secretary - VCCA Gulf Coast Region. 

 

 

Addendum – Survey 

 

Please mark your interest in the following as possible Gulf Coast Region VCCA activities 

 

Lots Some None 

   Car show 

   Car cruise or informal show (no trophies) 

   Picnic 

   Swap meet (old car parts) 

   Business tour (e.g. Realistic Restorations) 

Old car museum tour 

   Group visit or monthly meeting at members’ “garages” 

   Breakfast/lunch tour (old cars optional) 

   Other (write in your ideas)         

 

Member Name       
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National News 

 

The VCCA 55th Anniversary Meet is now in the 

history books.  We had 5 perfect weather 

days…lows in the high 40s and highs in the low 

80s.  The high altitude made it seem warmer and 

easy to get sunburned.  There were over 400 

registrations, 250 class judged cars, and over 100 

CDPC, HPOCF, Speedster, Personalized Chevys 

and display only vehicles.  They kept me pretty 

busy with parking lot duty, judging, seminars, tours 

and the award banquet.  It took hundreds of 

volunteer members to pull it together and Dave 

Cufr and Bill Barker as co-chairmen did a great 

job!  A few highlights included Heart of Georgia 

winning the $500 third place prize in the 

“Opportunity Drawing”.  28 Regions purchased 

over 6500 tickets, nice work Lucky Lewis!  Also congratulations to Bill and Cathy Saylors of 1st Tennessee Region for 

winning first in class for their 1991 Corvette convertible after driving it almost 2000 miles to the meet!  The PCC 

seminar was standing room only, all positive and a number of new members signed up on the spot.  A show of hands 

indicated 80% of the attendees owned BOTH Class Judged original Chevys AND modified Chevys confirming the need 

for the growing PCC Chapter and its 65 members.  International attendees to the Meet included Australia, New Zealand, 

United Kingdom, South Africa, France, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Canada, and others.  Members from several of 

these countries shared with me their love for Chevrolet and some of their government safety requirements requiring 

minor modifications to their cars & trucks such as radial tires, seat belts, improved brakes and directionals.  I also 

attended seminars on the Great Race…a rare 1917 V8 Chevy driven coast to coast to reenact the original race, a great 

seminar on the assembly of kd Chevys in Australia and an original tool seminar by Dave Miner.  The show field was 

well laid out, with adjacent space for over 125 trailers.  The tours were great; Virginia City of Bonanza fame, Carson 

City and Reno.  Friday was a group tour around Lake Tahoe with a stop at Squaw Valley Winter Olympic Village for 

tour awards.  The award dinner went smoothly and focused on the Best of Class awards…three large screens illustrated 

every car at the show.  I have attached photos of the show field and a couple rare Chevrolet models…see if you can 

guess what they are. 

  

Area 9 News 

 

At our last meeting we discussed that Heart of GA has 3 members with 1939 Chevrolets….now we have 4….I purchased 

a complete, solid 1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe 2 dr coach and will have it at the dealership in the next couple weeks.  

This is the 3rd ’39 we have had and they all were well built, very popular cars.  I was pleased to see Area 9 represented 

at the 55th Anniversary meet by members from South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia and Florida.  Several 

locations are under consideration for the 60th meet including a couple in Area 9.  As the summer winds down, please 

make plans to attend the biggest car show, swap meet and auction in the South at the AACA Charlotte Autofair 

September 22 through the 25th.  It’s about 5 hours from the Atlanta area and worth every minute!  Hershey comes around 

again October 5-8th.  If you have never been, you need to go!  Be sure to visit the VCCA booth at Hershey if you go! 

  

Local News 

 

Please consider attending the 23rd Auto Crusade Car Show at the Cumming Fairgrounds Saturday August 27th.  It is big, 

well attended show and a good opportunity for us to seek new members.  Also Saturday September 19th is the annual 

UPS GM car show in Roswell…we have attended and participated in this show in the past and last year we won the 

Club participation award…let’s go for it again.  We need a table, our banner (an umbrella or tent) and some cars on 

display.  I can help with the cars. Let’s do it! 

  


